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THREE SERMONS

PHILADELPHIA.

Sunday,April I6th,Wednesday,April 19th,and Tlmrsday,June 1st,
By RICHARD EDDY, Pastor,

PIIIJ,ADEL PHIA:
PUBLJ:S:S:ED BY EOE.A.OE V<T. s = J : T H .

1865.

.\~D TIIK VtCTOltY TII.\T ll.\Y WAS H'R~ED !~TO )loi.;R~l~G C~TO .\LL Tl!~

PllOPLE.- 1

:--,~muel, ~ix.,

2.

Until within a little more than tw«·nty-four hours what preparations
had been made for a joyous klleping of this day and ul' to-morrow.
H ow many had rejoi('ed in t ht• as;,nrant·c that the brightest Eastr.r sun
that ever sl1one upon the earth, would this day smile upon happy wor,-.Jiippers, and witness a beantifui au<i brruoniuns blcntlin.~ of political
n,joicing and religions tha11ki-gi,ing l Our hrarb were full of gratitude
and hope 011 the last Christian Sabbath. 1t \las. opportunely and with
singuhr felicity of' a1,propriatcncs.'-', Palm :--unday-the l'un,by of
vi('tory, and all through the preccdi11g week we had h<'en filled with
('ongrntulations and rejoicings. 'l'hen we brought all our joy to the
Uhri~tian temple, nod folt that it ha,! the apprnrnl an,! the benediction
of Uod. O ur cup of happiness was well nigh f'ull. But on the: opening of the lmsy week, ye,, ht•forc we ha,! closo,l our cyo:1 in ,-lumber on
the Sabbath night, still mon' gloriou~ tidiu;;s h11d come tu us, and the
joyous me,-sage:; inl'n,a,,;cd as each day brought us uearcr tu thi:; day of
hlessetl rest.
H ow he:mtifully all mat,•rial and religiou., iu!lucnce~ ,-ccmcd conjoined
to make this day ever mcmurable for its joyons, in,tc:ul of as now, alas!
its sad ohsernmcc l
I had :uh-crti~, ,I that I wonltl ,-peak to you (as i-nggcste1I hy this
Resurrection Morn,) on the .X,·w Lifo for ~Ian, through the power of' the
revelation of immortal lifo by the Hu,t1rrcction of ,Jesus Uhri,-t, an,! on
the New Life for the Xati,m, plantccl as the richest shoot of ( 'hristian
1·ivilizatio11. and now desli11c<l lo a glorious career under Christian
guidance, and the Htron~ fi<lclity of the people tu Christian principle.
I ha«! thought that we mi~ht thus honor God an,! profit onr own
hc:1rt.,,, by such au ohserrnnce of Easter. How much there was to furnish analogy, illustration and sugge:;tion, and 111 enable 11,; to look with
cheerful hope on the changing condition of our Country.
[ thought of the heautil'ul illustrations, the encouragement tu confident tru~t, the iul'itcmcnls to patient nn<l cheerfol waiting, the ernry
day increasing bcautie-, an1l the con,;tant prep:1ratiou,; for future
h:nvcsL~ so hcautif'ully visible in thi~ joyou:; 8pring-timc H ow grandly
1!0 naturc'11 type~ now sh:1ilow forth the realities of' the Christian
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])i~pen~atiou, and ~eem in most genial keeping with 0111· national hopes.
Fruit trc<'H loaded with pure white blo~soms; fon\st trees that ~eemed
but yc~tcnlay to lw bending bcueath their load of' 1•hilling ,now, now
unfurling their c111erald lca,·e~; the dai~y and tlw violet blo~~oming by
the road Hide; the fresh grass decking the earth that was but yesterday
hare; how all the~e sympathized or seemed to !-'j'll1J1:lthize with our new
nnd ahn,"t a~ ~mldcn, though iu reality 11uitc as long preparing, national
diange. Oh ! what a long anti dreary winter has onr beloved ('ountry
passed through. ~tripped of' how many l'Ollll'orts, pinched hy how
1n:my wunts, a~onizcrl J,y how ninny ehilling hla:--t.~ of a,h-ersity,
nushe,I by how 111.111y cold au1l heavy trouble~, 0111· hearb :whing with
their burdem,.
I thou~ht, too, to 11:1\"C you fc('( a fresh1•r and liv1•lier inter<'~! in that
great regliou-< l'n:nt which mah., this day ,,;o gloriotL,. How appropriate it was, that, it 8houhl foll 011 thb ~priPg-time of tlH' yeJr,man',; resurrection symholizctl hy nature, anti realized by the rising of
the 81111 of" llii.d1!t•o11sncs~. \\'hat fituc,, there was, that our .Anglo~axon 1'.ithcr:< i-hnttld redeem thi, ,by fro111 its hcatlll'n ob,crvaucesl'rom at least its mcrnly nattual u~cs, and make it (•1·cr111ore a rcli~iousa ('hri;;tian festival.
l thon0 ht, too. to ham :-ai<i .,nme worrl that ,-houhl make it be felt,
that this day celebratr.s that e1·cnt which more than any other gives
:~,surance that tho Christian Hcligio11 r1•sts not in imagiuation,-a
merely hcautiful, but, perhap~, also, a fictitious theory, bnt on an
unmistak.,ble. au 11ntlcuiable fact. ~\rul that at no time l1avc the
Arnerican people ha<I greater reason to sati~fy themselves of the positiv1•
truthfulness, an<l the ab:;olutc authority of' the Christian Hcligion,
than is now prc:;sing upon them. A profi:,-,ed Christian land, with the
great tm,k hef'orc it of" reconstrul'liou ol' the Hovcrnment of so many of
its parts; with a 1·rn,hecl and hitherto de,pise,I race to provide for;
with thousan.1s of unfortunates, and thou,,ands of criminals to dh-:po"c
of-to co11cili:1tc-t11 dis~iplirw, and tu •aYe from being utt<·rly cast
away; whitt momc11to111; is:sucs these rai~r, what grave responHibilitie:i
they imp,i,:e, what foithfulnc~s and patietwc, what justice anti mercy
they demand. The ('hri,tia11 Hcligion alone can hcip us to :;olvc the
problem-to do that which i;, right, and just, and true. How important,
then, to know that the Chrbti:m Religion has authority, that it proposes Go,l's rnetho,ls, that it advocates nothing impracticable, but
CYcrywhere and alway,- holds forth the eternal truth. Let u;, but
establish our hcart:s in thiH, anti Go<l will make UH equal to our work.

5
Lot us sock :idjust,monts, settlements, reconstructions, on any basis
foroigu to the Christian truth, and we have all our work to undo, and
can find no rest, no peace. till we set our foct, on this immovable rock.
I hoped, too, to have set forth some recent indications of the new
life on whi<'h the _Nation i~ about to cuter. How the downfall of the
main army ofl{ebcllioo, and the notice conscr1ucnt thereon, that there
was to bc no more calls for soldiers, had giron all oncouragom,:nt autl
hope for speedy peace; how tl1e words of President Lincoln, on reconstruction, plain-spoken, full of good sense, e,·incing so much goodnes~
and greatness of heart, had won their way to all men's com,oionces, and
seemed to unite us still more closely and more warmly in the consciousness of one citizenship, and ononc~s of just pride in our honest, able,
noble-hearted, patriotic Pro~ident.
'I'hese thougl1ts I had revolved in my mind; had hoped to ha,e
presented them somewhat fully to you this morning.
]{isiog at rm early hour yesterday, th:it, I might have time to arrange
and write out my theme, I heard the tidings of tho assa:;sination of our
Chief Magistrate, which I am sure must have affected you as they
affected me-absorbed all other thoughts. and banished all other themcR.
How sudden, how terrible the calamity! ,vhat else could have so
changed t.110 current of human thought all over our land! ,vhat else
have stayed the rejoicings who~c cnthusiaRtie waves were mounting up
to a height uever before known among the American vcople ! What
else could have induced the people to fay aside the flowers with which
they were intending to deck the pulpits of the land, and to put in
their stead the symbol:; of deepest gloom ! Wluit else could have
11111de us feel as we enter om churches this long-looked-for morning,
that we are come to tho burial of' our fondest love, rather than to bask
in tho sunlight of au immortal day. and mounting up on the wings of
an all victorious faith to shout, "0, death, where is thy sting? 0,
grave, whore is thy victory~"
Surely, "the victory of our day is turned into mourning unto all
the people."
And here, under the pressure of thi:; common, this deeply oppressive
grief, what can I say? what can any man say this day? l find myself
continually repeating: "Tho Nation is bowed heavily with mourning.
The man beloved, trusted, honored, and worthy of all trust, honor and
affection, is suddenly taken away, and we, like bewildered trnvelers,
arc bereft of our guide; like orphaned children, we mourn the departure of our father!''
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Surely thi:s expresses the common sentiment; it tells for the time
being all that, humanly Rpcaking, can be said.
'\Vas there ever ~inec the death of the Saviour of the world, a more
brutal, a more nncallccl-for murder? Private ambition, or personal
hate, had nerved the hearts and hand» of men in other days, to tlie
destruction of their rnler. Patriots risking all, and applauded by
the world, had driven the dagger to the tyrant's heart. The profligate kings and prince~ of the past had fallen victims to the lust or
envy of the men whom they had eorrnpted ; and many a people have
breathed more freely, as through such" ~udden taking off," a change
of administration was provided for them. ]3ut no such contingencies,
no such circumst:mees distract our thoughts from the awfulness of thi"
murder, or alleviate the gloom of this terrible cahnuity.
A good man, a pure patriot, a man unsclfi,,hly devoted to the best
interests of his Country; a m'rn who was carried by the voice of millions to the highest point of earthly trnst and honor; who.bore himself meekly; who nc\'er failed to favorably impress either friend or foe
brought iu personal contact with_him; who :-cldom, though st:1ggcring
under a burden of difficult duty, such us never was laid on auy mortal
man before, m:vlc a mistake in his policy, but came to be regarded
more and more as the one truly wi,c 111:1.11 of the land, and to be loved
and trusted by the commou people with an affection and reverence
hardly scconcl to that which a grateful Country chcri;;heH toward:,; its
Founclcr and Father, George \V:i~hington.
~\nd hero, in the midst of a career so glorious, while :<tautling on the
height from which he coukl surYcy the promised future of a united
an1l f'rec people, just as the word, ot' p()at:c were to drop from his lips,
and the promises of ~till greater me1·cy were about to be made to the
guilty, he is bkcn from his work :uul from his earthly reward.
Strange infatuation of his cncmic.,, that they did not sec that he
was their best and trnest friend, who with tndy Christian virtue was
meditating their good.
Fatal blindnc.;s th:1t strnck so murderously against the two men of
the :N'ation, who more th m all other~ in power and influeuce, were
subduing the vindictiveness which war creates, an<l leading the people
step by step to a willingness for the 1n'lst kind and most merciful
tre:ttmcnt of tho.~e who h:trc sinned so deeply against the welfare of
our land, :rnd the in terc~t,; of hum:mity. \Voe unto them! Alas for us!
Great need ha,•c we to strive and pray, th:tt this wrong of their~
docs not fill us with Yindictiveness and hate; and for him who thus

suddenly steps into the place where one so loved and so wortl1ily
honored stood, that Divine wisdom would be given him, and the
mantle of his great predecessor fall amply around him. Nor let us
cease to hope and to pray for the rccoYery of that wise and able
Statesman, whose judicious counsels, whose able diplomacy, whose farseeing sagacity have kept us from trouble with foreign powers, and
made us even in the day of our weakness and our trial, to be feared
and respected among all the nation~. }lay God be pleased to spare
our Secretary of State to us !
)Ty fricmb, though the pressure of a great calamity rests upon our
hearts, and we know not what counsels may now prevail, let us not be
discouraged. _\.s on all future issues of our coin there is to be stamped
the word~, "In God we trnst," i;o let 1L'l grave them upon om· hearts.
Our destiny is still in the hands of the Ever Living, though all trusted
mo1·tals fall and die. Though our victory is turned into mourning, yet
let us not forget that he who this day rose from the dead, has pronounced
all mourners blessed, and promises them comfort. IIe lives forever,
and His tmth is alone the salrntion of man and of the Nation. Let
us accept it, heed it, seek its influence, walk in the path w]1ich it
marks out.
To be a Christian people, and a Christian Nation, is ever possible to
us; and now more than eye1· its importance presses on our hearts.
The Rebellion against our Country is in its dyiug gasps; let us not
fear that this terrible woe that i,; upon Ui c:in at all revive it. The
policy of him who has gone, will, let us trui;t, be so for commended to
the judgment of his successor, th:tt the difficulties of final adjustment
will not be insurmountable, bnt that out of them we shall come forth
united, free, and forcyer scrnre !
And for him who has gone; for the Joyed onc::i of his home who arc
bowed in anguish; for all whose tears flow that his earthly career is
closed, how abundant the comforts beaming in the rays of the Sun of
this Resurrection Morn! Our beloved President still lives in the sight
and in the enjoyment of his God. Lost to our sight, he yet dwells among
the blest. Leaving his mangled and weary body, his spirit soared aloft,
greeted by all the heavenly host, with the glad salutation, ·' Well clone,
good and faithful servant, enter into t]Jy eternal rest!"

.\im THEY llun1E1> llrn, AXP
xiv., 18.

AI.L

lsnu:1, )lounxKo ~·on Hrn.-lst. King~,

Something less than fifty years aµ;n, a young lad, strong, muscular.
and somewhat overgrown, ~pent his days. axe in hand, in laborion.~
work among the thiek standing- tree~ of what is now a lle11sely populated State; and iudu~triously ga\'C the leisure of his nights to the
acqui~ition of whatever knowledge miµ;ht be gained from the fow books
he was so fortunate as to borrow from the neighboring settlers. Born
in a State where honeRt toil wa~ t·onsidererl a degradation, who,:c
laborers were hut chattels, pltl'poscly kept in ignoranee, his parents
had sought un<ll'r eirrnmst'lnees of pO\'erty and deprivation, a spot
more <•onp;enial witl1 cfforh for manly irnlependcnce; :md the ,son
prizing his opportunities, hut shrinkin_µ; from no duties, was their
great helper in toil, while he also stored his heart with noble principle~.
antl hii- mind with C\'cry uttai11nwnt po~siuk~ to one in his circn111stancc~. Uow untoward were hi~ i-mronncling~. we, who threll here at
ca~e in a metropolis RlltTOunded hy convenience, and comforts which
arc the result of nearly two centuril'-, of labor and intelligence, where
the advantages of edncatio11 arc unequaled, an1l where the richest fruits
of' civilization meet us 011 every haud, can realize only in a very imperfect nnm11er. But we know that on many pages of our history there
arc glorious reconls of the achievements of some of our best and
mi~htie,t, who~c early home and whose e\lncational privileges were
snch a,; T have ju~t intimated.
In a few year~, this lad, havinµ: reached the years of 1nanhood.
•1ualifies himself by the study and u~e of rnde materialH for a change
in the ,phere of his labor, and traverses the great rirer of the ,vest;
then for a while becomes a trallicker in :~ sm:tll country store; then
for a few months experiences the adventures incident to soldier-life;
then, by the use of borrowed books, prepares himhelf' for the legal
profession, and ~0011 after enters upon a brilliant and popular career
as a pleader. Politics engage his attention, and a8 a zealous partizan
ot' Henry Clay, he seeks his promotion to the highest pobition in the
gift of a free people. Soon he enters more active life as a legislator;
and ere long he stands in the hall of the ~ational Congress to give hi~
voice and hi~ vote against the threatening flood of Slavery. As this
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great evil becomes more insolent in its demands, and more open in the
manifestation of its brntal spirit, he steps forth into the arena of popular debate, and taking as his antagonist the Giant of the West, goes
with him before the people, to the discussion of the great questions of
that hour.
l<'rom this time he is the fayorite of thousands. and yet. the Country,
as a whole, knows but little of him. A conYention a~scmbles to put
forth a candidate for the Presidency, and here, men who knew his
worth, and appreciated bis strength, present his name, and he is pronounced their choice. As the intelligence spreads among the people.
thousands confess that the name is that of a stranger. Many cxprc~s
fear, doubt, distrust, and yet but few are surprised, for the system ~o
viciously prevalent in all parties, of packed com-cntions, and the schemes
of party backs and managers, had long before shown that, no one from
among the men most widely known, nor of greatest national reputation,
would be likely to be selected as Presidential candidate. Ile was a<:cepted as the representative of a principle, and by the exertions of a
young and vigorous party, aided in no small measure by tlic divisions
among his political opponents, he was elected President of the United
States. And then, as the events of most fearful Rignificance gathered
thick and in awful threatening over the land. how eager was the curiosity, how intense the anxiety to know more concerning the mau to
whom we had committed our destiny. During the fearful months
intervening between his election and his inauguration; while treason
was hatching its villainous plots in our :National Capitol; our navy
being di1<perscd to the four quarters of the globe; our arms, artienals
and forts put out of our hands; our treasury emptied, and he who was
then in authority either could not or would not lift either hand or
voice against it, how ardently we llesired that the President elect
would take us into his confidence and tell us what plan he was devising,
what policy he proposed. Ilis silence made us impatient, and provoked complaint. That he had energy, his elevation from such great
obscurity gave full assurance; but how many doubted whether the
narrow sphere in which his life had been mostly passed had given
him opportunity for familiarity with the great principles and policies
of statesmanship requisite for the perils which were gathering. That
his honesty was so conspicuous as to have pas•ed into a proverb, was
most gratifying, but who could feel a~surcd that his training was sucl1
as to guarantee his ability to grapple with the sharpest difficulties that
had ever beset the Nation. How eagerly, and yet with what trembling,
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we looked forward to the day when he should take tho reins of Government out of the weak hands in which they were then lying.
The time came for him to journey towards Washington. His
beloved townsmen gathere<l at the railway station to bid him God~peed. Turning towards them, when he had stepped on the platform,
he said : " )ly friends, no one not in my position can appreciate the
sadness I feel at this parting. To this people I owe all that I am.
Here I have lived for more than a quarter of a century. Here my
children were born, and here one of them lies buried. I know not
how soon I shall sec you again. A duty dc,olves upon me which is
perhaps g reater than that which has de,Toh-ed upon any other man since
the days of' Washington. He never would have succeeded except for
the aid of Divine Providence, upon which he at all times relied. I
feel that I cannot succeed without the same Divine aid which sustained
him, and in the same ~\.!mighty Being I place my reliance for support;
and I hope you, my friends, will all pray tliat I may receive that
Divine a~8istauc:c, without which I cannot succeed, but with which
succc~s is certain. Again, I bid you all an affectionate farewell!"
These solemn and loving words were conveyed on the lightning
wings to every town anJ hamlet. The people felt that a good man
was indeed their leader; and in enthusiastic crowds they thronged his
way, content even with a wor<l, and invoking the blessing of God
upon him. l~verywhero, as opportunity offered, he was greeted with
speeches of welcome, each orator exhausting his ingenuity to impress
upon him the intense desire of the people to learn his policy. Ile saw,
but could not gratify; nor did he evade. Plainly and repeatedly he
~aid: "I deem tl1at it i!l just to the Country, to myself, to you. that I
t-houlcl sec everything, hear c,crythiog, and have c,·ery light that Ctrn
possibly be brought within my roach to aid me before I shall speak
officially, in order that when I do speak, I may have the best possible
means of taking correct and true grounds. For this reason I do not
now announce anything in the way of policy for the new Administration.
When the time comes, according to the custom of the Government, 1
shall speak, and speak as well as I am able, for the good of the prescn t
and of the fnturc of this Country-for the good of the Korth and of
the South-for the good of one and of the other, and of all sections
of it.''
Arrived in this city, tho intense desire of the people was again communicated to him; and standing in Independence Hall, ho spoke the
deep feelings of his heart. It is not unfitting, I trust, certainly not
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to us to whom that dear Shrine of Liberty is so easy of access, and
especially in view of the melancholy fact that all that is mortal of him
will soon be borne there, that I now rnpcat l1is words: '' l\Ir. Cuyler,''
said lie, "I am filled with deep emotion in finding myself standing here,
in this place, where were collected the wisdom, the patriotism, the
devotion to principle, from which ~prang the institutions under which
we live. You have kindly suggested to me that in my hands is the
task of restoring peace to the present distracted condition of th<·
Country. I can say, in return, sir, that all the political sentiment;; l
eutcrtain, haYc been drawn, :;o far as I have been able to draw them,
from the ~entiments which ori~inatecl in and were ~iYen to the worlrl
from this Hall. J have never hacl a feeling, politically, that did not
spring from the sentiment.5 embodied in the Declaration of Independence.
l have often ponderecl over the danger,, which were incurred by tlw
men who assembled here, and framed and adopted that l'e<:laration of'
l ndcpcndcnce. I ha Ye pomlcrcd over the toils that were endured by the
officer,; aacl soldiers of the army who ae:hievcd that imlependcne:e. r
have often i1111uired of myself what µ;rcat principle or idea it was that kept
this Confederacy so loug together. Tt was not the mere lllattcr of the
separatior.i of the colo11ics from the mother-land, hut that sentiment in
the Declaration of Indepenucnec which gaYc liberty, not alone to the
people of this Country, but, l hope, to the world for all future timl'.
It was that which ~ave promi~c that in <lue time the weight would be
lifted from the shoulders of all men. 'l'hhi is a sentiment emhoclicd in
the Declaration of Tndepcnden<·<•. :Now, my frienlls, cau this country
be saveJ upon this ba~is Y Tf it ean, I will <'onsi<lcr myself 011c of the
happiest men iu the world if' I can help to save it. lf' it cannot be
saved upon that principle, it will he truly awful. But if' this ('ount,ry
cannot be ~avcd without gi1ing up that principle, [ was about to say.
I would rnther be as.'lassinated on the ~rot than suncndcr it. Xow, in
my view of the present aspce:t of' affairs, there need be no bloodshed or
war. There is no necessity for it. l am not in favor of such a cause.
I may say, in adyane:c, that there will be no bloodshed unless it be
forced upon the liO\'crnmcnt, and then it will be compelled to act in
self-defence. )ly friend~, this is wholly an unexpected speech, and l
did not expect to be called upon to say :i word when I came here. I
supposed it was merely to do somcthin~ towards rai,iug the flag. l
may, therefore, lrnvc said somcthiug indi~crcct. l have said nothing
but what I am willing to Jin• b.Y, ancl, if it he the pleasure of Almighty
God, to die hy."

..
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Inaugurated as Chief J\fogistrate of the Natiou. the President Rpoke
in his address the words which wakened hope and confideucc. Kind
and conciliatory to the erring, and assuring them that the door was
wide open for their return; that whatever grie,,ancei'\ there were might
easily be adj t1sted under the Con8titution, and that the laws under that
Constitution-mainly, "on the sensitive point, the laws of their own
framing''-would be faithfully executed by him. he yet firmly and in
unmistakable tones declared that the l'nion was perpetual, and that
the Constitution and the laws should be enforced at every co,;t. How
kindly and yet how faithfully he conchided : "fn yonr hands, my
<lissatisfied fellow-countrymen, and not in mine, is the monrnntou~
issue of civil war. The Oorernment will not a~sail you. You can ham
110 conflict without being yom,;ekes the aggressors.
You ha ,·e no oath
registered iu IIcaYen to destroy the Go,·ernmeut, while I ~hall have
the most 8olemn one to pre~en·e, protect. and defond it. I arn loth
to close. \\'e are not enemic~, but friend!". \Ve must not be enemies.
'l'hough pa1-si~u may htn·c strainClL it must not break our bonds of
affection. 'l'he mystic c·hords of memory, Ktret<:hing- from every battleficl,I and patriot gn1ve to every living heart and hearth-stone, all over
thi~ hroad hnd, will yet swell the chorus of the Union, when again
touched, as surely they will he, by the better a.ngeb of our uature.''
But the 1ileading voice availed not. Cuprineipled men had detel'mined that the 1• nion bhould be destroyed, and they boldly went to
their murderous work. Since then they have furrowed the land with
war, :-heel the bc8t blood of the Nation, carried desolation to every part
of our onr;e happy po~scs~ion~, doing their awful work with infernal
C'ruelty, ruining themsch·es, and often well nigh destroying the nationality of our Country. ?tlcantime we grew to know, and knowing, to
trnst and love our ruler. Patient, cheerful, ever trusting in God,
making no vain boasts, careful not to commit himself to any policy till
he had seen all that couhl affect it on either side, and weighed its worth
in the just balanecs of an impartial judgment, and having once adopted,
never dcviatinµ- from it, he, while seemin~ to follow the vopular will.
erer led il, and the wisdom of his leading grew more and more apparent
a~ the time of the cxpiratiou of his term of office drew near. His
record was before the world, aud millions ot' his countrymen endorsed
it i11 the most emphatic manner pOs8ible, replacing him, with au
enthusiasm unparalleled in our history, in the Prcsi<leutial chair. In
the brief time that has elapsed Hince then, what glorious results have
been achieved. The stronghold of the Rebellion captured, the grand

14
army of the insurgents di,solvcd, and so glorious the prospect of speedy
pea<:e that thf' word :roe, forth that no 111orc arc IQ be called from their
ho111r.s to the field of battle.
Aud he who had waited so long and 110 patiently for this day, upon
wl10,f' mind and heart a great burden lrnd lain these four long and
anxious year~; he, who, as Comman,lcr-in-Chief of the forces that had
beaten down the Rebellion, po~ses,cd power never known before in thi.,
land; how ditl he bear himself in this zreat prosprrity? \s re\·erently
as when lcavin~ his "estcrn home, he besought other~ to assist him iu
seekini! the rnvine Bl<.'l'sing; aR unRclfi,l1ly as when for~ctful of' sclt
he <leelared in our mid,t his williug-ness to die, if nee(b lll' in defence
of the 1-(reat principle which underlies our Deehration of In1lependcn('(';
aH honc~tly and as convincingly iu his few hrief words on rr.constructio11,
as he had set forth at the first his determination to'· pre~cne. protct't
and defend" the Constitution nnd the Law~; as kindly nn<l as mngnanimously as at the first he had assured the <lissatisfictl, that the way was
open for their return.
How univl'rsal was the feeling that he was the one wise man of thl'
land to conciliate, restore and make anew. Tf' we ha<l misgivings, it
was not cone rning his iutellcctnal nor his executive ability, but that
his hcnrt was too warm, too generous, his offers too magnanim,,u,; to tho,c
who ha<l sinned i:o <ll'cply against our common humanity. But cvr11
this, a,- we turned to God for guidanc••. an<l looked towards the one
an<l only infallible example, ,J csus Christ, our Saviour, corumcntlctl
itself to u:; as 111anifcsting, not the President's weakness, hut in reality
his strength, anti th,tt which alone c n rnakc u~ all stron/!'. the unmist:ikublc assurance that he lirnd near to Goel, and was a true disciple c,f
him who prnyc<l for the forgiveness of his enemies. AK this feeling
was sinking into our he:1rb, a1 ,I we were gh·in~ ntcutiun to the voit•e
of lo\·o and mercy, which pleads ~o ten1lcrly in the Gospel of ,Jesus
ChriHt, and \\'('t'c feclini! our hntc 1lissolve nud our vindictiveness Yanish
away, and were hastening our prevarations for a rejoicing whi<:h
should eclipse all former displayti of our delight, what awful tiding,
frow our heart.~ with horror, and from the highest joy, <·ast us into
the tlccpe,t gloom'. The Prc,,iilent. whom all h:id so much cause to
lnYc, 011d mo~t of nil towards whom his euem,ic~ should have turnc,l
with emotions of the doc-pest gratitude ; who, ~ho1ild lrnve been ~ale
from viulcncc anywhere ancl at all tim<'s. was murderously a,;.;aulted
nt the least expected time and pince, anti the a-sassin who cru~hcd the
brain that wa;. ouly engaged in forming plans of pence and good-will,
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nnd stopped the beating of a heart that overflowed with human kindness, betrayed an ignorance, and a depravity, how deplorable. by
applying to this, the gentlest and the best of men, the hateful name of
tyrant. Alas! Alas! How far removed from tliis was Abraham
Lincoln ! Trne it is, indeed, that we cannot now so estimate his characteristics as to do justice to him by any analysis that we can offer;
but surely the bowing down of this .Nation in a grief such as nu
private sorrow brings to any circle, however narrow; the manifestation
of universal mourning, not alone, nor in any concciYablc measure, by
the weeds which float in eYcry breeze, and tinge all our homes and
churches with gloom, but by that deeper sympatl1y which rests with
such oppressive sadness on every heart, and forces the tears from every
eye, testifies that the name first given in derision is now the one whiel1
best and alone folly expresses his relationship to us,-he was our
worthy father; nnd if ever the Yoice of the people echoes the Divine
mandate, the unh·ersal offering of our hearts and lips this day, is the
vuice of God.
,Ye do not neell, though we deeply feel how touchingly appropriate
it i~, the great poct'R command:
•'Ucnr hence hi.s body,
,\tu\ mourn )OU for him. Let him be regarded
As the nobkst corpse that CYCr herald
Diel follow to his um."'

For with a spontaneousness the American people neYer disclosed
hefore, we bow our heads in sorrow in this hour of his funeral. Deatl1
has, we know. been in om· high places before, and in sadness we now
recall the memory of our honored dead ; but we do not diRparage them.
nor do we unduly magnify tlw greatness of thiR affliction, when we
c
place it first aud mo~t prominent among the sorrows of our land.
shall never perhaps allow that any other than Wa~hington can be '·first
ever in our hearts," nor can we believe that any liµ-ht grief rolls over
the J1earts of our father:; when they received the tidings of his decca~e.
But for such au event they were measurably prepared. IIc had pas;cd
on to that time of life when age breaks down the strength, and gives
assurance that death is not far distant. Long in honored sen·ice, he
ha l retired from its burdens and cares, and in the quiet of private life
was waiting '·the summons to the tomb." 1twas sad to lose him, yet
how natural, and so how resignedly borne, that he should go. Webster
and Clay, in our own time, received national honors at their burial;
but their dep~,rture had also been expected, and though they were
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respected and beloved by many, it cannot in truth be said that the
mourning for them was general.
Death has also been onee and again at the Capitol. Harrison and
Taylor died while iu the high office of President. They were worthy
men, and the nation bowed down hewily at their death; but no great
national trouble had bound either of them with peculiar interest to the
1•onuuon heart. Diseases also gave warning of their di~solutiou, and
fur the tiding.> of theil' departure we were not unprepared.
But the death which has now brought thousands to the "White House,
and is filling all the churches with sincere ,ind clecply afflicted mourners,
has its l'pccial significance. not alone in its Sll(ldcnncss and the appalli111,!
circumstances of crime conncc·ted with it. but chiefly in the fact, that he
who has fallen, had by the peculiarly trying cin·umstanecs of the time~.
been more constantly before the people than any of his predecessor~.
(·Washington alone c>x:1·cptcd) had been; that his measures had more
directly and more immediately interested them; that under his judic·ions
lead great drn11gc~ had been wrought in opinion on the great question~
of American politics; great changt'~ in the organic law of many of tlw
:-'tatcs, as well as in the :N"ational Constitution; and that he had shown
himself worthy of trust ns the friend. not of C'la~scs and of parties, bnt
of the great American Pcnrle; and that he was succc~sfully aml
speedily leading the Nation out nf its great trouhlc~, forever rcdccrnc,1
from the one great antagonism of liberty, which had been lhe fruitful
source of all our politic-al woes. 'l'he people knew him as they had
never known another. They folt the beatings of his manly heart, :.111d
their own pulses moved in unison with his. His voice was familiar to
them; his words ever ac('Cptetl as the words of honest trnth; his call
to duty and to danger was gladly obeyed; his cheerful trust had cap•
tinted and toned their spirits, null a never-betrayed cause 01· confidenec•
had led to implicit trust in all his words and acts.
·· Amon~ i111n1mc1·a.l,lc fabt•, uumo\ l'tl,
l'n<1hakcn, un~rtlnecd, untcrriticd.

Jfo loyalty he kept, his love. his zc1tl:

"or number, nm· example with him wrought
'l'o ~w<'n·c from truth or cha11gt• his l'.On!-ta.nt rnind,

Though single."

.. 'J1 hc clcmcnb
~o mixed in him, that nnturc might ~tnnrl up

And say to 11l1 the world-this is a :.1.,,-."

The President wai, loved and honored, and he is now so deeply
rnourncd, because the trying years of' his public service had revealed
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those qualities which ever coaunand universal love and respect. His
i;trength lay in his being honest, true. right-mine.led, ~reaL-hcarted.
To tbe:-,e <1ualitics human nature always p:1ys its homage, ancl the
univc1·sal conscience stainp~ them as the clements of hunmn perfection.
Frank, dirc<'t, bumauc, yet firm of purpose, he brought to the consideration of the greatest questions of difficulty c1c1· presented to any
ruler, a clear and unbia~ed judgment, a decision whic·h slowly but
fairly made, he ne1·cr de, iatctl from, and in which it is no exaggeration
to say, the Country, with p.Tcatcr unanimity than it ever evinced on
any other national topics, ~ladly a11d gratefully coincides, aud the
world will forever honor and atlmirn. lie never decei1Ted, nor did he
attempt deception ; silent, wl1en he could not Hpeak with clircetncss,
yet never evading the demands for thought and for utterance, his words
were always direct an1l eminently eomprehcosivc. "\Yhatevcr the
occasion of public di,,play, though Statesmen of unrivaled power, an l
mighty victors from the ficl1l or" strife, and orators of matchlcsR
eloquence thronged around him,
"Ht• nhorc the rc..;t,

Ju ~hapc u111l ~c~turc prou<llJ cmint•nt,
~tornt like a tower."

Some of the grandc~t flights of oratory the world has c,·cr witnessed,
have been manifest on the great occasions which called men together
during our great war, allll noblest sentiments have
"Flowctl from lip:-: wet with Cn~tilian dew:··

but none of them have ~o taken the popular heart as the homely phrase,;
of Abraham Lincoln, an<l not ou(' of these would the common people
DOW exchange for the most cla~sic oration that has been made. Ever
appealing to the judgment of mankind, the rc11ponsive approval has
always followed. though sometimes tardily. But he could afford to
wait even for the slowc~t assent, for he had studied, not the tricks of
scheming poliey, not the deceptive forms of l1igh-sounding words, but
conscience, duty, and the eternal right. And this characterized his
great public documents as well as his brief' speeches to the crowds.
'.l'hat great Proclamatiou of January ]st. 1863, in whieh he" avers and
declares that all persons helt.l a~ slaYcs within designated States and
parts of States, are. and hcnccforwarcl shall be free," he concludes in
tllissokmn manner: '' Upon this act I in,·oke the considerate jmlgmcnt
of man kind, and the gracion~ favor of Almighty God." Clc:u·ly the
favor of Go<l has been manifest, and DO more npproving page will be
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written in the hi~tory of' the ,1·orl<l than that which records this just
and solemn act. For this, if he had uc1·cr done more, the uame of
Abraham Liuc·oln would shine with glorious imu10rtality ! Y ct once
again he spake, for men were waveriug and despondent; tiruid foar
inspired a momentary hope in some that the edict u1ight be revoked;
other~, noting the vacillation of politician~, their seeming williognc~s
to i<acrilice everything for the immediate prc~ent, were doubting if even
the honest rnlcr WOLtld 1<tancl fast; but biding his own time he ~poke
out at last in his mcs:,agc to Congre~8, "the promise having been made,
it mrn•t be kept." For thi1<, and for his steadfast intc1nily to it, what
wa~ long ago ~aid of "\Vilbcrforce, now applie., with intenser empha~is
to Prcsiclent Liu coin: "Ile asccn<le<l to the throne of God with a
million of broken sha<'kles in his hands as the evidence of a life well
i-pent ! " Aud now, from hcnc<'forth, forcYcr, while his memory will
he embalmed in all hearts, one raee of men risiug from the degradation,
ignorance and c·rimcs of their former servile conllitiou, shall foci their
mauhoud cnoblcd, and their position glorious, as they remember this
one President-their life-long friend- the martyr to their liberty.
Ami as the .:\loslcm to Jiccca; as the Hebrew to Jlt. Sion; as the Christ iau to Ueth~cmane,so shall the black mau turn to the grave of .\bra ham
J,incoln, aud say with deep emotion, '· There lie the ashes of our "\Io~cs,
of OLU' good Father ~\bra ham, om· J~maneipator I" and shall tell to their
C'hildren, as the hadgcs which they this day wear tell to all observers,
··Abraham Lincoln, the blac:k man's friend, w,1s mardcr<'d by the bla<:k
rnau's enemy."
Nor they ,done ~hall shrine him in their hearts. Once we were
content to have him named '-the man of onr p:irty;" once we rejoiced
that he was hailed as '·the man of' the Nation," but now he is the man
universally beloved. Death ha,; out the tic which bound him to a
political sect, or to a single nation, and in its place has forged an
adamantine chain that links his memory with our cornlllou humanity.
•·Hi, n,unc
1~ J-"n·(•1lom·.-. now, nnd ..F:unc !-:,0

Onc of tlw fow. the imrn\ortnl name~
'Thal ,vc·r~ not horu to die."

His memory is ,afo. No hum,m c,cnts now can affect it, other tl1an
to ad<l to its nlrc,Hly uurirnlcd lustre. '.L'hc great <1ualitics, the private
virtue,, the noble and magn:mimous bcariug, the lo1·ing hcart;-all
that is precious, has reociYCd the seal of death.
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"'.L'bc lo,·c where ,lcnth hns set his seal,
J\or a.gc cnn chill, nor rhal ~teal,
Xor fub:chood Ui~a,·ow."'

We may picture him, and we shall for the admiration of the world,
as that
"Divinely gifte,l mnn,
\Vho-sc life in low estate began ;
Who graspc,I the skirts of h,,ppy clrnncc,
llrcastcd the blows of circumstnncc,
And mnclo by for<·c his merit known ;
Ancl liHd to clutch the golden keys,
1
To mould a mighty Rtntc':-1 clccrcc~,
.\ncl sh,,pc the whisper of the throne;
.And mo,-ing up from hi~h to higher,
Became, on fortunc':-i crowning $lop~,

'rhc pillur of n pcopli,'s hope,

'l'hc ct•ntt-o of n world'~ dc::-irc !''

Good man, dear, warm-hearted lover of the race, farewell! li'orthcc the
p::can yields to the dirge, and the heart.horrors of the Nation prepare
the solemn funeral pageant. For thee the rcquiclll is sung with deepci.;t
pathos, its plaintive mu~ic rolling up from a thousand vocal templesfrom countlc,s throbbing heart~. Beneath it all thy uuconcious dust
sleeps well, hallowing and hallowed, while thy free ~pirit--the spirit of
a "just man m,ide pcrfoct''-dwclls forever with the Lord! 'l'o Him
we turn for comfort, and trusting in His mercy, believing in II is gracious
l'rovidcncc, we joy that Ile gi\'cs us strength to say:
" In the l,lnnk silrucc oft he narrow tomb,
Tho cl:ty mny rest which wn1pp1·,l thy human birth,
But nll unconc1ucrc1I hy that silent doom,
'l'ho spirit of thy thought shnll walk the earth
Iu glory and iu light!''

TnE Rwnn:ous SB.ILL nE rn

EYEnLAST1110

R,a!F.MJJRAXCE.-Ps,,lm cxii., 6.

It is too soon for any man to attempt a comprehensive analysii; of the
lifo of him, to whose memory this day is set apart; and it is already
too late to revive that intense sorrow which bowed us all to tl1e dust
during the days which elapsed between his death and his burial.
In the ouc case, we must wait for the revelation of the secrets faithfully deposited with those wlio stood near him, bearing the heat and
the burden of our long and weary day of war; and in the other, we
already sec tl1c hand of God ~o clearly manifest in bringing good out
of evil, that though we lose none of our horror for the assassination,
we arc comforted by the assurance that even the wrath of man prairns
God, anrl, banding the people together in more detcnnined purpo~e
for righteousness, is o,·errulcd for the greater attainment and security
of the best things pos~iblc to the Nation and to the worlrl.
What, then; can we do this day, except to repeat the lesson of the
text, and to seek a clear understanding and a faithful use of some
of the duties and obligations which it imposes. 'l'he dead do not
pass into oblivion. Bach family has its memory of those whose
~oodnc~s of heart, and integrity of purpose, endeared them to the
narrow circle in which alone they moved; each community of men
treasures with heartfelt reverence those who, by true living, have been
its benefactors and its guides; and every Nation, pointing back to its
heroic ages, testifies that it has engraven i11 enduring characters, the
names of those whose purity of purpose aud sacrifice of all private
aims entitled them to an exalted place among the benefactors of the
race. And when families are broken up, communities dispersed, and
Nations passed into oblivion, Ile with whom alone there is no change
makes the memory of the eminently righteous the heritage of the
world, lo be a beacon and a teacher to all the ages. And when, one
after anotl1cr, the memories of the humbler ones of earth fade away in
this changing and mortal state, they endure in Tie:wen more lasting
than the stars, and have their record kept by Him who only hath immort.ality. "Our days arc gone like a shadow, and we are withered
like .grass; but Thou, 0 Lord, sh,1lt endure forever, and Thy remembrance throughout all generations."
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l?rom thiti cousideration, we are led to feel not alone that we cannot
overrate the power and the worth of moral influence, but, also, that it
is the highest wisdom in us to imitate that which we so much admire,
and which has the promise of endurance. It is this bsou which
seems to me most pcrticeot to this hour, and obedience to which will
help us to honor most worthily our departed President. lt is, I am
surn, the lesson which he desil'es us to accept and to heed. Standing
over the remains of the thousands who had fallen on the Roil of this
State, President Lincoln thus spoke at Gettysburg:
"w·e arc met on a great battle-field of this war. \\'e have come to
dedicate a portion of this field as a final resting place for those who
here gave their lives that the Nation might live. It i,-; altogether
fitting and proper that we should do this. But in a larger sense we
eanuot dedicate, we cannot hallow this ground. The brave men, living
and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it far above our power
to add or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember
what we ~tty here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is
for us, the living-, rather to be dedicated here to the unfinished work
which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is
rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before
us, that from these honored dead we take increased dcYotion to that
eauJ<e for which they gave the last full measure of deYotion; that we
here highly resolve that these dead shall not have <lied in vain; that
this Nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom, and that
government of the people, by the people, and for the people, shall not
perii-h from tlie earth."
There is energy in these words; there is majesty in the thought
they express; and in some of the sentence:; there is most exquisite
felicity of expression. Is there not now most singular appropriateness
to himself, and to us who mourn for him? Standing, as he did, like
the Prophet of old, between the living and the dead, he held up the
banner of right and honesty, charmed by the utterances of truth,
captivated hy the noblene~s of true good-will to man, not for our admin1tion alone, but also for our imitation. To accept and heccl this
will be the nohlest tribute we can offer to his memory. It will manifest
our highest appreciation of his life, and our most hearty assent to tlie
principles for which we most admire him. It will be most in agreement with his last official utterances in that Inaugural Address, concerning which the British press has said : '' It contains a graRp of
principle, a dignity of manner, and a solemnity of purpose, which
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would have been unworthy of neither Hampden nor of Cromwell, while
his gentleness aud generosity of feeling towards his foes was almost
greater than we should expect from either of them."
How ::solemnly grand do the closing wor<h of that Inaugural appear,
now that he has passed away :
'·Fondly do we hope, fencutly do we pray, that this mighty scourge
of war may soon pass away. Yet, if Goel wills that it continue until
all the wealth piled by the bondman's two hundred years of unrequited
toil shall be sunk, and until every drop of blood drawu with the lash
shall pe paid with another drawn with the sword, as was said three
thousand yearH ago, RO 8till it must be :;aid, 'the judgments of the
Lord arc true and righteous altogether.'
' ·With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in
the right, as God gives 11s to sec the right, let us strive ou to finioh
the work we arc in; to bind up the Nation's IYOunds; to care for him
who shall ham borne the battle, and for his widow and his orphans;
to <lo all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting pc~cc among
oursclYcs and with nll nations."
As he who uttered these words was righteous, because he was true
to the right which God gave him to see, let us as earnestly desire to
know and do onr duty.
'l'bcrc arc three things, which it :<ecrus to me eminently fitting, just
and right, that we who Joye and honor the illustrious dead, and who
love the cause and the c-ouutry for which he gave his life, should
demand and secure :
1. That justice shall have its course with tl1os~ who instigated and
led in tl1is Rebellion. I speak not of revenge, certainly not of wild and
fnrious retaliation, urging to mob force and to indiscriminate horrors
which atteml on personal hate. I clamor not for blood, nor would I
couutcua11cc a resting i' torture. I would liavc no unlawful exactions, no mere vengenee; Lut the justice which comes from judicial
trial, the execution of the penalty which the law has provided for
treason. This, justice, which in a perfect government b but anothc1·
name for mercy, demands; demands not for my gi-atification, nor
for yours, but for the public safety and for the good of the race. lt
can, indeed, <lo nothing for the past; bring back none of our
slaughtered thousands; relieve nothing from the burden of taxation;
rnake no restitution for the loss which 11inchcs every one, but it can
give us assurance for the future, check the mad and evil ambition
which t urns liberty into license, and save us from the re1ietition of tl,,,
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fearful agonies through which we h:wc now p:1:,;.~ctl. l<'or this, worth
all that we can imagine, aml beyond all price, let the guilty be tried,
and according as the luw pronouncc3 on their de;;crts, let them be punished. And let us by om speech and through the influence of the
vublic opinion which "·c may create, educate our people to jttst thought
of the charnctcrn and deeds of those who have urought such ruin :mcl
distress upon us. Let u; lrnvc done with the folly of praising S,mtheru
~tatcsrnanship, and c~pccially put from us the foolish thought, th:it as
a people we sk,11 yet be proud or the talents and skill, the daring and
sacrifice, or even of' the 111ilitary genius an'.! bkill of the managers of
the Hcbcllion.
I regard him as a corrupter of our public monils, an enemy to out·
good,an uns:1fo and ruinous teacher of our young, who conples the name~
of .Davi;;, Stephens, Stonewall ,I achon and Robert I•~. Lee, 01· any
of their associates. with anythin'-5 that c:au appe,tl to Amercau pride
and honor. Let tlt"llt 1mm place with Haman of old, with Benedict
Arnold of modern times, who-c example offers nothing hut warning,
whose names are synouyms for all ignominy and bascoc~s. l..et their
11:1mc, as "the name of the wicked, ,·ot." ,Justicc t.o the memory of'
thorn noble ones, whose earthly cxistcnc:c was put out by their sins
against the X at ion and the race, demautb that they go into the catalogue of the enemies of man.
2. J usticc also demands of us the utter extinct.ion of that grcaL evil
from which our troubles Rprung. Hcbcllion, which killed its thou~ands
upon the battle field, and st.1n·etl aml murdcrntl its thou~anc.ls in prisons;
which was uourishc(l by perjury, and culminated its horrors in assassination, ever manifesting
" Unconquc,rnble will,
.And study of rcv<'ng<·, immortal ha.tc,

Ancl courage nc,·cr to :-;ubmit nor yicM,''

had its birth in slavery-the vilcRt and the hlackc~t slavery ever known
on God's earlh; "founded," so !<aid ,\hraham Lincoln, twenty-eight
years ago, ·' on both injustice and bad policy." :N"one so blind now
that they cannot see that this cnrtie <:re:tted the Rebellion; none
shonkl fail to note the w,n·ning voice of ~[r. Lincoln, as he said to the
convention which put him in nomination fur the United States Senate:
"This government caunot endure pcnuaneutly half sht\·e au(! half
free. It will become all the one thing, or all the other."
And now, if justice demands the cru:-hing out of the Rebellion, the
punishment of its lcadcr8, and the entire submission to the law, of all

who have iu any way aitlc<l arul abetted it. with what c-r1ual force due~
it abo demand that the ace1mcd root from whi<·h this deadly tree
grew. ,hall be plucked up ancl ntterly dc:-:troyt·d. Let it alone aud _you
cannot prevent, its growth. A, in time pa--ctl it will control trade,
<:om11wrcc, offices, pre~~cs. pulpits, politics, antl rule them all in tho
interests of 11nri~l1teousues,, :rnd whatever we may now do to the
wicked wrckhes which it l1ns created, it ran not fail. soon or late, to
give birth to a kindred hroocl whose rareer will hr rnn on a plane of
equally atrocious depravity. Let the necurseu thin~ die! Xo cc,mpromisl', no co,·enant, no co11<'C58ion or co11ciliation shouhl save it..
Pres it lent ,JoltnHon. all hono1· to him! treats it ia hi~ Proclamation as
a thing uttc-rly annihilated iu the 8t:ites which have Leen in rebellion.
Let us RO sl,coud his !'fforts, that it may soon be cll'ad cvc-rywhcrc.
"'c art) not guiltless in r1•ganl to its exi,t:rncc or its sprcacl, and 1111
ns n•-:ts many of the <·011,e'lneuces of it.-; growth, to us mn<·h rci.;ponsihilitJ mu-iL attach for the frnits whi1·h it has bol'lw. We have nC\'d
to rc11cnt of onr sins in regard to it; and while our condemnation o!'
others must in a great mea.~urc react and fall back on ouri.;Plvcs, our
way out of till' troul>lc lies only in our doing- the works of' ri..;hteou!<nc,,, 1·<mfc,-,-i11g our folly ancl sin. nnd liri11g-i11g forth '· the fruits ot'
repentance."
3. ,\ntl this leads 111c to a hricf mention, in conclu,ion, of the third
great damancl of justirc upon 11", wl1ic·h is, that we bring the State auu
the '\ation to a rcco;.:nition and maintenance of' the e'lnality of all men
l,cforc the law. Slav<'ry ha~ not. ouly rnle,I us in making 11s unju,t
tow:tnls those who were held in bondage, hut it has filled uH with vile
:md hitter prcj udices n~ain,-t all whom it plc:1scd 1;ot1 to create with a
diflcrent co111plcxio11 from our,ch-e~. It has us taught to regard thrm as
1,0 far our inforior~, that on :t<'count of their c·olor we have shut them
out fr11111 tl11! right of ~11ffr.1gc, drivc-n them from our in,-titntion,i of
ll\arni11g, ex pellet! them from our public com·c.v,1n<·es. Ta all thi~ we
have Leen a11tl we Cllntinuc to be the perpetrators of outrn;;c and
wrong.
have hccn governed uot by reason, l,ut by !,!ind and
stupid prnjuclit·e. "'e have for;;ottcn all the di<:tatcs of Christianity,
all the lc,,;ons of history, auil gh·en the mo,t emphatic lie to our
national boast of 1111in:rsal ~uffra)..;c, and that ·· government.~ dcriro
their j tist power from the con~ent of the gon:rucd."
Xow in n•lmkiog this, I am not asking for sy:11pathy for the negroe~,
nor intimating what charity anu gooil ,viii on3ht to lc:td n~ to do in
their behalf; but T make an appc:11 to your moral !'ense, to wh:it
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righteousness demands, and to what we must do in order to be just.
Let us look back and sec what we sprung from, and what a despicable
thing our prejudice against race is. Six hundred years ago our
fathers, the blue-eyed and fair-haired Anglo-Saxons, who were
trampled into the dnst by their :N"orman con11uerors, were regarded as
of coaracr clay, and far inferior to the haughty ones who trampled
them down; our ancc~tor, yours and mine, was regarded as so low and
so mean, that he might be found in the highways of England laboring
with a brass collar on hiK neck, and the name of hi:{ 111a1;tcr marked
upon it. That is wl1crc we came from; and it ought to smite us to
the dust, that the prej ndice which the X orman then had against the
Saxon, we the children of slaves have dare.I to tran~fcr to other;;.
Our assertion of the inferiority of the races is all a lie. falsified by
all history, comlemned by all the inspired tc~timony of God. And the
very n:omcnt we attempt to ~.ty that the negro, trampled upon for ages,
accursed, clospi~ed by the proud, made the i;la\"C of the cruel, and the
victim of prejudice without reason, is naturally inferior to the men of
all other nations who h:wc their homes and their voice here, we place
ourselves iu a po~ition where fact cannot be our ba~is. but where prejllllice alone can sei·,·e for Olli' unw,Lrrantc<l ai-:sertion. As another has
well asked, " \Yill yott exclmnp:e the negro for the Es11uimaux-f'or the
Pacific Islander-fur the South American tribes?" An unc1ualified
ne3ati\·e will be our answer to this, and in our an~wer behold the
reproach of our foolish prejudice.
Now our wickedness lies in this, that boasting of universal suffrage
and of' universal right, we suffer mere prejudice to giYC the lie to our
prctentions. The rptestion of' universal snffrnge [ do not debate here.
ueither its use nor it" dangers. I merely state our mitional boast as it
ii, 1ua<lc, our political practice which gives to the stupid German and
the ignorant Irishman the right to a voice in determining our affairs.
on condition of a short term of re,idence, and denies that right to
those born on the soil, but whom it pleased God to give a different
color from what he gaYe ourseh·es. In all this we are doing unrighteously.
If we make othor conditions of suffrage, very well; but no future conditions mm excuse our present inconsistencies. And yet, how foe
events of thi~ war caution us to care in placing the right to a voice in
the Government on any grounds other than that broad one-the rights
of man as a man. No mere property qualification is safe, for how
wealthy were the rebel leaders; and for the same reason no high standard
of intellectual attainment can be set up, for as a class they had all the
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culture of the schools, while in manhood, devotion to right, loyalty,
integrity, the poorest and the humblest pool' have stood above them
all; and the accumulated power of those simple-minded, true-hearted,
inflexibly loyal negroes, who have bared their breasts to the Southern
fire and steel, have been mightier and worth more than the heaviest
brain that plotted treason against the land.
:N"o tribute to liberty, no honnge to the St:irs and Stripes has been
morn impressive and magnanimou'> than that offered by the despised
ones who owed the Nation nothing; but who freely gave their all, that
the traitoril who owecl the Nation everything might not succeed in its
overthrow. To these men and to their children we rnuHt be just.
They mu~t all stand equal in the law. In intelligence, industry, and
all outward att:tinment, they already compare farnrably and arc !llorc
than equal to the mass of our foreign voters. ln loyalty they are unsm·.
passed by none who tread our soil. Righteousness requires that for
them we c~tablish justice and secure liberty. Let us meet the demand.
In hints, rather thau by labored argument, still less of cxhausti\·c
presentation, I have giYen yon, my brethren, these thoughts. I trust
tl1ey haYc not been inappropriate in the memorial serdcc of Him who
has taught us that it is by following the right, and thus completing
the work which others have begun, rather than by words of eulogy
and praise, that we shall honor the memory of those who have clied
for us. Ile was faithful to his duty, obedient "to the right as God
gave him to sec the right," and the work which he left unfinished, we,
if we love the memory of the righteou~, will carry forward to successful
completion. Let, I beseech you, his memory prove an incentive to the
love of truth, to consecration of heart and lifo to righteousness, and
to harmony of effect with the demands of eternal ju5ticc; then shall
we sec what he so much desired, the Nation firmly and permanently
established by Jicrcy and '.l'ruth meeting together, and Righteousness
and Peace embracing each other.

